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MONTANA WINS TWO TITLES
IMMEDIATELY
q  sports
I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801  * ( 4 0 6 )  2 4 3 - 2 5 2 2
MISSOULA--
The University of Montana has jumped off to an early lead in the race to capture the Big 
Sky Conference All-Sports Trophy py•v'i'h'niiig the two fal1 sports championships--football and 
cross country.
Coach Jack Swarthout's football Grizzlies dominated the circuit for the second year in a 
row as the undefeated champions. Montana now has a 20 game regular season winning streak 
going for it.
Harley Lewis's cross country runners retained the Big Sky title for the second consecu­
tive year with a commanding 38 point finish. It was the first time in the seven year history 
of the conference that a school has won back-to-back cross country championships. Montana 
won the 1969 title at Moscow last November.
Both Swarthout and Lewis were elated with the seasons and jointly attributed their suc­
cess to great team efforts.
FOOTBALL--
"Looking back at our season (10-0), there were games when our offense couldn't get going 
and games when our defense had its trying moments, but each time one unit would bog down, the 
other would pick up the slack," Swarthout said.
In the first three games, Montana's defense controlled the games allowing only 13 points. 
"That's the way we expected it to happen," Swarthout said. "We knew the defense would have 
to give the offense a chance to jell, they (offense) were the younger team."
In the crucial three October games, Weber, Idaho and Idaho State, Montana's offense took 
hold and gave the defense the scoring margin it needed against three explosive teams.
The Montana mentor said the defense then dominated the last four games although it 
allowed 32 points. The offense had good games and Montana was again undefeated.
more
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Swarthout said he was proud that his team played as a team. "You know we have a lot of
outstanding individuals on this team that could have taken some chances to get the glory,
but they didn't and wanted the undefeated season more than anything."
Swarthout said at the beginning of the season that it takes luck to go 10-0 and after
last Saturday's 24-0 trouncing of South Dakota State he admitted that the luck he spoke about 
was having 50 outstanding individuals and a fine coaching staff.
"There were some pretty hairy moments, but a couple of breaks against Idaho State and a 
proud team pulled Montana through," he said.
The Montana coach said the Idaho State game had to be the big win of the season. "We 
knew the Bengals were tough, especially in the Mini-dome. After falling 20 points behind, I 
wondered if we'd go undefeated, but we did,"
Swarthout also added the Montana Stat< he most gratifying of the year. "We went
after them and left no doubt in anyone's mind this year which team was the best."
Looking back at Saturday's game, Swarthout said the defense was tremendous. "Jim 
Nordstrom, Larry Miller, Larry Stranahan and Greg Maloney ought to get medals," he said.
They allowed South Dakota State only four yards rushing the first half and one first downr 
rushing the whole game. "That’s a tremendous effort."
The hero of the day was Tim Gallagher. Performing before a Minnesota Viking scout that 
had his eye on the Kalispell senior, Gallagher intercepted three passes to tie a Big Sky and 
school game record. He was nominated as the Big Sky Lineman of the Week by Montana coaches.
Swarthout also had praise for free safety Karl Stein. Stein, who has set three confer­
ence and school season records in interceptions and punt returning, pilfered his ninth pass 
of the year.
In his career at Montana, Stein has intercepted 20 passes. He also holds the "most 
one tackles away from breaking a kickoff, punt return and pass interception return for a 
touchdown." Swarthout said, "I wish I had a nickel for every time Karl (Stein) has been one 
tackle away from a touchdown."
more
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Offensively, Montana's Les Kent, a 1969 All-American and Arnie Blancas narrowed the 
yardage margin for the Montana career rushing title held by Dick Imer at J,592. Kent gained 
94 yards Saturday to bring his total to 1,546 for two seasons. Blancas carried only once 
for 23 yards before re-injuring rib muscles. Blancas needs 28 yards for the title.
Montana’s leading rusher against the Jackrabbits was Steve Caputo who gained 110 yards 
in 26 carries. He was the Grizzly nominee for Big Sky Back of the Week.
Swarthout also had praise for the poised sophomore, Elroy Chong, who will be filling 
Gary Bcrding s shoes at quarterback in the Dec. 12 Camellia Bowl in Sacramento. "He came on 
and did an excellent job Saturday--he's going to be a great one," Swarthout said.
CROSS COUNTRY--
Looking at the cross country finals, Lewis said he was not disappointed in IVade Jacobsen's 
third place finish. "That Sliney is just a great runner." Lewis was speaking about Richard 
Sliney, a Northern Arizona freshman from England that copped the individual title. Jacobsen 
was the two time defending champion prior to last Saturday's meet in Bozeman.
Lewis said his runners ran very well and admitted the Valley View five plus mile course
was tougher than he anticipated. "I thought the times would be in the 25-minute bracket."
The Montana mentor captured his third cross country crown in his five years as Grizzly
coach. Lewis coached teams won the 1967, 1969 and 1970 titles. He came to Montana in 1966.
Lewis was pleased with sophomores George Cook and Boyd Collins. Cook captured second
with a 26:50 time while Jacobsen's time was 26:52. The winning time was 26:09.
 ̂ "Cook and Collins are the two most improved runners on the team," he said. Collins 
finished eighth with a 27:27 clocking. Last year Cook was third in the conference finals.
The Montana coach said anytime a team places three in the top ten in a meet the size of
the conference finals they are difficult to beat. Montana scored 38 shile Northern Arizonatallied 52 and Idaho State, 56.
"I was surprised that Northern ARizona beat Idaho State," Lewis said.
Bob Malkemes also ran well in the eleventh spot with a 27:42 time. Other finishers for 
Montana included Wes Priestly, 14th; Mark Ryan 18th and Tim O’Hare 45th. O’Hare fell in 
the last mile of the course and was in the top 25 before the accident.
Lewis said Cook and possibly Jacobsen might compete in the NCAA finals later this month.
Montana loses Jacobsen from the team for 1971.
###
10 Game FINAL UNIVERSITY
SCORES: 10-0: Conference 5-0
UM 28, N. Dakota 7 UM 35, Idaho St. 34
UM 30, N. Illinois 6 UM 35, S. Dakota 7
UM 20, N. Arizona 0 UM 31, Port. St. 25
UM 38, Weber 29 UM 35, MSU 0
UM 44, Idaho 26 UM 24, S. Dakota St
Team Stats UM OPP




Rush Plays 728 346
Rush Yards 3756 1059
Yards Lst Rush 412 360
Net Rush 3344 699
Pass Attempts 119 302
Pass Completes 48 127
Pass Intercepted 4 28
Net Yds. Pass 951 1617
Total Plays 863 648
Total Offense 4296 2150
Punts/yds/bldk 60/2J60/1 73/2915/0
Punt Average 36.0 39.9
Fumbles/lost 42/26 23/15





PAT Kick 39/42 11/13
PAT Run or Pass 1/1 1/4
Field Goals 7/17 2/6
Total Points 310 134
Interceptions No. Yds. Avg Tds
Stein 9 207 22.3 0
Gallagher 5 23 4.6 0
Waxham 3 53 17.7 0
Peters 2 41 20.5 0
Dempsey 2 13 6.5 0
Dolan 2 12 6.0 0
Sterns 2 4 2.0 0
Guptill 1 0 0.0 0
Pugh 1 0 0.0 0
Schruth 1 0 0.0 0
Totals 28 343 12.3 0
Scoring Tds R P K FG Pts.
Worr&ll 0 0 0 39/40 7/17 60
Blancas 8 1 o 0 0 50
Caputo 6 0 0 0 0 36
Kent 6 0 0 0 0 36
Reilly 6 0 0 0 0 36
Berding 4 0 0 0 0 24
Gaskins 4 0 0 0 0 24
Kottke 3 0 0 0 0 18
McMahon 2 0 0 0 0 12
Bodwel1 1 0 0 0 0 6
Chong 1 0 0 0 0 6
DeBprd 1 0 0 0 0 6
Schillinger 1 0 0 0 0 6
Hickerson 0 0 0 0/2 0 0
Totals 43 1 0 39/42 7/17 310
OF MONTANA STATS Nov. 16. 1970
RUSH TC YG YL NET AVG TDSBlancas 159 916 61 855 5.6 8
Caputo.- 126 672 29 643 5.5 2
Kent 123 594 12 582 5.4 6
Gaskins 92 478 1 477 5.4 4
Reilly 58 253 24 229 4.3 5
UBerding 93 391 191 200 2.4 4
Kottke 29 142 9 133 5.0 2
Schillinger 10 98 0 98 9.8 1
McMahon 12 101 23 78 6.5 0
Chong 18 61 51 10 .25 1
Lugviel 1 0 8 -8 -8.0 0
Totals 728 3756 412 3344 4.6 33
Passing Att Comp Pet. Yds Int Tds
Berding 100 41 .410 828 4 9
Chong 16 6 .375 83 0 1
McMahon 1 1 1.000 40 0 0
Blancas 1 0 .000 0 0 0
Caputo 1 00 .000 0 0 0
Totals 119 48 .403 951 4 4
Receiving NO Yds Avg. Tds
McMahon 16 303 18.8 2
Bodwel1 6 141 23.5 1
Caputo 9 222 24.4 4
DeBord 5 137 27.4 1
We 1 ch 4 54 13.5 0
Blancas 4 39 9.7 0
Kottke 2 23 11.5 0
Reilly 2 24 12.0 1
Totals 48 951 19.8 10
Total Offense Plays Rushi Pass Totals
Berding 185 200 828 1028
Blancas 159 855 — 855
Caputo 126 672 0 672
Kent 123 582 — 582
Gaskins 92 477 — 477
Reilly 58 229. — 229
Kottke 29 133 — 133
Schillinger 10 98 — 98
McMahon 11 78 40 118
Chong 34 10 83 93
Lugviel 1 -8 — -8
Totals 863 3344 951 4293
Punt Returns No. Yds Avg Tds
Stein 42 417 9.9 0
- Nordstrom 1 6 6.0 0
Punting No. Yds Avg. Blkd
Lugviel 60 216C1 36.0 1
Kickoff Returns No. Yds Avg Tds
Stein 12 279 23.3 0
Welch 10 174 17.4 0
Kottke 2 36 18.0 0
Caputo 1 28 28.0 0
Gaskins 1 13 13.0 0
Totals 26 524 20.1 0




Scoring Average 31.0 13.4
